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hahin - Pikler/Lóczy Fund D

irector - RIE A
ssociate

In July of this year, M
exican A

m
bassador to H

ungary, H
is Excellency

M
r. Jose Luis M

artinez visited the Pikler Institute. H
e w

as so taken by the
quality of care given to the children of this Institution that he w

rote the
follow

ing letter:

D
ear M

s. Tardos,
Thank you for the opportunity of allow

ing m
e w

ith M
rs. C

hahin and
M

rs. G
ordon, to visit the w

onderful institution under your care.
I believe that the Pikler Institute is a valuable asset not only for the

children in H
ungary but at an international level.

The task that the Institute accom
plishes in relationship to child

developm
ent is based on the respect for the baby as a person.  This is a

very im
portant advancem

ent in the field of childrens education and care.
I hope that this approach can be im

plem
ented in M

exican institutions,
and I am

 sure that it w
ill be w

ith a high degree of success.
Sincerely Yours,
Jose Luis M

artinez H
.

A
m

bassador

A
nna Tardos w

as honored w
ith M

r. M
artinez’ presence and

com
m

ented that he is the first foreign A
m

bassador to visit the Institute.
M

r. M
artinez has offered to

continue to support the Pikler
Institute in future endeavors
and to help prom

ote this
approach in M

exico. In
D

ecem
ber, the A

ssociation of
D

iplom
atic Spouses in

Budapest w
ill be having a

fundraiser to benefit the Pikler
Institute.

The Board of D
irectors of

The Pikler/Lóczy Fund thanks
M

r. Jose Luis M
artinez for his

kind support.
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A
s a M

ontessori instructor in the Birth-Three program
 in several A

m
erican M

ontessori Society

training centers, I have had the opportunity and the privilege to influence m
any professional

m
inds in the care and handling of infants and toddlers.

Pikler and M
ontessori philosophy espouse to the sam

e belief that all children deserve the right to be

respected.  So w
hat can the Pikler philosophy offer the M

ontessori practitioner?

O
ne of the m

ost fundam
ental concepts that can have an im

pact on M
ontessori education is exposure to a

deeper understanding of D
r. Em

m
i Pikler’s w

ork regarding self-initiated, m
otor activity -  to m

anipulate

children’s m
ovem

ent less and allow
 natural developm

ent to occur unaided by contraptions is a great lesson

to underscore.

The Pikler m
ethodology can influence the M

ontessori m
ethod by their ability to respond to infants and

toddlers as they relate.

The Pikler baby’s exposure to relationships are built on the everyday routine of care w
hile feeding,

diapering, dressing, and bathing.  These tim
es are used as responsive and collaborative educational

opportunities.  W
hen refueled in this w

ay, Pikler babies are able to satisfactorily play independently w
ith

objects unaided by adult entertainm
ent.  Exploring their bodies, m

anipulating objects and being w
ith other

children at the sam
e developm

ental level is w
hat they know

 how
 to do and do w

ell.  M
ontessori

practitioners can utilize this m
odel to increase their skills w

hile relating to infants and toddlers.

The Pikler m
ethod focuses on giving tim

e, giving full attention and to allow
 observation.   Participation

and cooperation is to be reciprocated betw
een the adults and child.  This is the essence in their

relationship.  This give and take prom
otes a com

m
unication that allow

s each m
em

ber of the relationship to

feel understood.  The Piklerian m
odel can be adapted for use in im

proving all center- based care for infants,

toddlers, young children, and their fam
ilies across the U

nited States.  W
e can all learn a lot from

 babies if

w
e w

ould give just give them
 “tim

e”.

PIK
LER

 IN
FLU

EN
CES O

N
 

M
O

N
TESSO

R
I

Bevery  K
ovach - RIE A

ssociate - Infant Toddler M
ontessori Practitioner
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Janet G
onzalez-M

ena is a w
riter, consultant in early childhood education,

and form
er com

m
unity college instructor w

ith experience as an early childhood

education practitioner. She taught preschool and directed several child-care

program
s including an infant-toddler center.  She is co-author of Infants,

Toddlers, and C
aregivers and several college textbooks on early childhood

education. She w
rites occasionally for C

hild C
are Inform

ation Exchange and Young C
hildren. H

er

book, D
ragon M

om
 is about her experience as a parent.  Janet has a M

aster in A
rts D

egree in

H
um

an D
evelopm

ent from
 Pacific O

aks C
ollege and w

as a student of M
agda G

erber.
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A
nna Tardos is the daughter of D

r. Em
m

i Pikler and is the Institute’s D
irector.  A

nna has trained people
from

 all over the w
orld using the Pikler m

ethods.  Last June the Institute provided English training for 15
w

om
en from

 the U
nited States and N

ew
 Zealand.  The follow

ing excerpt w
as taken from

 an e-m
ail sent

to Laura Briley of the Pikler/Lóczy Fund U
SA

 from
 A

nna Tardos.
“The sum

m
er course is over.  The participants expressed m

any tim
es how

 m
uch this course m

eant to
them

.  I also have the feeling that it w
ent off w

ell.  True, it w
as m

ore tiring than usual.  To speak English
is unfortunately m

ore difficult for m
e than G

erm
an or French, w

hich I use m
ore often.  But, w

e m
anaged

to understand each other and there w
ere other presenters as w

ell.  The group w
as really open and

interested, and m
y colleagues rem

arked how
 cheerful the group w

as.  The only disturbing thing w
as the

heat som
etim

es.  
Regarding our financial situation, our problem

s are not solved yet, but w
e hope and w

e are optim
istic.

W
e have som

e nice plans.  N
ext year, w

e plan to organize tw
o sum

m
er courses and then to offer a

second level in 2006.  A
part from

 this, from
 the am

ended m
aterials translated into English for this

course, w
e plan to publish a book.  For the tim

e being the w
orking title is: “A

rticles From
 Lóczy”.

I hope you w
ill hear nice things of the sum

m
er course from

 the other participants also.  I can’t tell you
enough tim

es how
 grateful I am

 for the help you offer us.  W
ith Love, A

nna”.
W

e are also grateful to all of you w
ho are helping in our m

ovem
ent to support the Pikler Institute.

Thank you from
 the Pikler/Fund U

SA
 Board of D

irectors.
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P
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I
n the Spring Issue of The
Pikler/Lóczy Fund N

ew
sletter,

Laura Briley w
rote “State of

Em
ergency: A

re w
e too late?” In her

article, M
rs. Briley stresses how

 the
Pikler Institute is on the verge of
closing its doors after 58 years of
existence. She em

phasized the
im

portance of raising aw
areness in

the C
ountry of H

ungary itself.
In our efforts to fight for the life of

the w
orld fam

ous Institute, the Board
of the Pikler/Lóczy Fund U

SA
 sent

out a press release on July 8th, 2004
through the Row

land A
gency in

H
ungary. The title of the press release

w
as: Pikler Institute to close dow

n in
A

ugust!?
It w

as a brief overview
 of the

activity of the Institute: “The Pikler
Institute accom

m
odates endangered

children com
ing from

 fam
ilies in

crisis. Forty babies are taken care of

and nursed therapeutically. Year by
year, the num

ber of chronically ill
and m

entally handicapped children
is increasing. The Institute provides
thoughtful and com

petent care and
education, adjusted to the pace of
developm

ent of the particular child,
and not of secondary im

portance,
provides a happy childhood. The
children grow

ing up here are able to
develop deep em

otional attachm
ent,

w
hich facilitates their adapting to

their new
 adoptive or foster fam

ily”.
It continues to add to the im

portance
of the institute w

orldw
ide by hosting

an average of 200 educators a year
that participate in training courses
offered in H

ungarian, G
erm

an,
English and French.  A

 C
urriculum

 of
D

octor Em
m

i Pikler, founder of the
Institute w

as also included in the
release.

The Row
land A

gency set up

interview
s betw

een the m
edia and

the representatives of the Institute:
A

nna Tardos, and Vera Tenyi.
A

ltogether 20 press releases w
ere

published in the H
ungarian m

edia.
Printed m

edia: 5 appearances in
national dailies, 3 in w

eekly
new

spapers. Electronic m
edia: 5

appearances on the Internet, 1 on
television, 6 on radio.

D
ue to the distribution of the press

releases about the severe financial
situation of the Institute, the problem

s
have been solved tem

porarily. Som
e

donations have been offered. Public
aw

areness has been raised and the
num

ber of persons contacting the
institute has increased.

This is only the beginning and a
lot m

ore is yet to be done.  W
e

continue to ask for your support for
the survival of this w

orld m
odel.

Presentation by Stephanie Petrie and Sue O
w

en, editors in
England of a new

 book being released this year by publisher
Jessica Kingsley titled A

uthentic Relationships: G
roup C

are
for Infants and Toddlers, RIE Principles into Practice

N
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RIE Parent/Infant G
uidance C

lasses ongoing in the RIE
C

enter in Silverlake, C
alifornia for fam

ilies w
ith children from

birth to tw
o years, facilitated by RIE A

ssociates and RIE
trainees, the classes offer individualized attention to both
parents and infants. 

C
lasses take place in eight-w

eek sessions and are lim
ited

to seven infants and their parents, grouped according to
stages of m

otor developm
ent.
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“The R
IE A

p
p
roa

ch:
Societa

l a
nd

 Persona
l

M
ea

nings” 
K

eynote sp
ea

k
er: 

Peter M
a
ngione, Ph.D

.

By Elsa C
hahin

Pikler/Lóczy Fund D
irector

RIE A
ssociate

For m
ore inform

ation, please call 
323-663-5330, fax 323-663-5586, 

em
ail educarer@

rie.org, or visit w
w

w
.rie.org
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A
ugust 10, 2004

D
ear A

m
bassador,

I am
 w

riting to share w
ith you the profound im

pact the w
ork of the Em

m
i Pikler Institute has had on

m
e as an early childhood professional in the U

nited States. I w
as first introduced to the w

ork through

m
y teacher M

agda G
erber in the late 80s. M

y interest in the Pikler Institute continued to grow
 and I

and a sm
all group of colleagues w

ere fortunate enough to be allow
ed to visit the institute in the

sum
m

er of 1998. M
y experience w

as hum
bling and deeply influenced m

y passion and increased m
y

understanding of the w
ork. The care provided at the institute is nothing short of profound. There is no

other place in the w
orld that com

es close in term
s of sensitivity to the unfathom

able potential of the

hum
an infant. The care is conducted w

ith such w
arm

th and attention to every detail, that rather than

feel pity for these children, w
ho have all suffered in som

e w
ay in order to land in the institute, I felt

that they w
ere privileged.

This visit show
ed m

e that the actual institute itself is vital to continuation of the developm
ent and

dissem
ination of the philosophy and pedagogy around the w

orld. Perhaps it w
ill never have a m

ass

appeal and that is because it attracts intellectuals, academ
ics, and educated professionals w

ho are

ready to look m
ore deeply into infancy and the effects of adult care on infant developm

ent. The

people w
ho are influenced by the Pikler Institute, like m

yself, bring this inspiration back into our w
ork

in our respective countries. The w
ork of D

r. Pikler and those w
ho have follow

ed in her footsteps

influences early childhood philosophy and pedagogy all over the U
nited States. I w

ould like to give

you a few
 exam

ples of this from
 m

y ow
n w

ork, I have m
any other exam

ples that I w
ill not include

here in the interest of keeping this brief.

I w
rote m

y M
aster’s thesis for Pacific O

aks C
ollege com

paring Em
m

i Pikler’s and M
aria

M
ontessori’s philosophies. M

ontessori is a w
ell-know

n philosopher of education, there are m
any

private and public M
ontessori schools around the U

S and the w
orld. I subm

itted m
y thesis to the

A
m

erican M
ontessori Society and received an aw

ard for best thesis pertaining to M
ontessori

Education. This led to an intense interest in Pikler at M
ontessori conferences. I have had articles

published and presented in m
any places such as N

ew
 York, C

hicago, C
alifornia and Florida.
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T
his past sum

m
er I had the

privilege of attending a tw
o-

w
eek sum

m
er intensive at the

Pikler Institute in Budapest, H
ungary

under the direction of A
nna Tardos. The

training experience w
as uplifting to m

e

personally and professionally. Personally

it w
as a pleasure to m

eet other

professionals from
 the U

nited States,

N
ew

 Zealand, and H
olland. The m

ixture

of the group enriched the process as w
e

shared our thoughts and view
s about

children and fam
ilies.

Even though w
e cam

e from
 various

regions and experiences w
e had a

com
m

on interest. W
e w

ere all there to

learn m
ore about the Pikler Institute, its

philosophy and m
ethodology. W

e w
ere

interested in know
ing m

ore about the

techniques that support the respectful

relationship betw
een the adults and

young infant and/or toddler that has

m
ade the Pikler Institute so renow

ned.

W
e understood the success of the

Institutes’ 60-year record of caring for

infants and their fam
ilies. Yet m

any of us

w
ere there to learn how

 the Pikler babies

could influence our ow
n practice in

today’s w
orld of center based care. 

O
ne of the highlights of m

y personal

experience at the Pikler Institute w
as the

w
ay faculty and staff show

ed interest in

the participant’s opinions and thought

regarding the subjects presented. M
any

of the faculty presenters w
ere a part of

the original staff w
ith D

r. Pikler w
hen she

started the orphanage. It w
as apparent

they lived their belief about the value of

hum
an life by the w

ay they treated each

m
em

ber of our group.  It certainly w
as

an honor to be in the presence of people

w
ho devoted them

selves to the Pikler

philosophy and dem
onstrated their belief

through how
 they valued hum

an beings.

W
hat I gained professionally by

attending the intensive w
as heightened

aw
areness of how

 each child in the

group w
as respected as an individual by

the care-giving adults. Each caregiver’s

interaction supported the child’s

autonom
y and com

petence. This

relationship occurred during norm
al

routines like the bath. The adult

caregivers touch; tone, and gestures

reflected the intense interest the adult felt

in caring for each child. They believed

that w
hat they did w

ith one child m
ade

a difference in how
 the child developed

and how
 he cam

e to feel about him
self.

The w
ay the babies w

ere consistently

cared for w
as not like anything I had

seen in centers in the U
nited States,

talked about, but rarely seen. 

M
agda G

erber, m
y m

entor and friend

and founder of RIE often talked of Em
m

i

Pikler’s w
ork and the influence it had on

her first, as a m
other, and then as a

practitioner. M
agda said of Em

m
i, “I

have felt fortunate to have had the

opportunity for her guidance.” W
hen

M
agda talked about predictability she

w
ould invite her participants to visit

Lóczy. “You cannot im
agine how

predictable the children’s lives are at

Lóczy, unless you see it w
ith your ow

n

eyes. Because in the U
nited States w

e

have no real concept of predictability.

W
e think faster is better and change

m
eans you becom

e adaptable.” The

Pikler babies are able to rely on their

adult to provide predictable routines of

care. Each baby is given the tim
e to find

pleasure as the caregiving relationship

unfolds w
ith the adult.

R
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Bevery  K
ovach - RIE A

ssociate - Infant Toddler M
ontessori Practitioner

A
s a trainer I often show

 videos and tell stories from
 the Pikler Institute to help child care

providers increase their understanding of and sensitivity to the infants and toddlers in their care. In

m
any cases participants have been m

oved to tears and feel that their interactions w
ith infants w

ill

forever change as a result.

M
ost recently I have been directing a project through the W

estEd C
enter for C

hild and Fam
ily

Studies for the C
alifornia D

epartm
ent of Education. W

e have developed Infant/Toddler Learning

and D
evelopm

ent G
uidelines. C

oncepts from
 the Pikler philosophy are w

oven throughout the

publication, w
hich is currently in press. M

aterials on early childhood from
 the C

alifornia

D
epartm

ent of Education tend to be progressive and are often used all over the country, not just in

the State of C
alifornia.

The W
estEd C

enter for C
hild and Fam

ily Studies has also developed a very w
ell respected,

aw
ard w

inning system
 of training called the Program

 for Infant Toddler C
aregivers (PITC

) that is

used by m
any states and even other countries to train child care providers (and prom

ote policy

changes)in the art of infant/toddler group care. These m
aterials have also been influenced by D

r.

Pikler’s w
ork.

The Pikler philosophy has also deeply affected m
e as a parent. D

r.Pikler w
rote about peaceful

babies and contented m
others and I feel w

e em
body this. Through her w

ork I have been able to

understand infancy in such a respectful w
ay that m

y ow
n child glow

s w
ith this respectful care and

handling. H
e is a joy to be w

ith.

So, please continue your efforts to protect the Pikler Institute. Forgive m
e as I w

ax poetic. The

Pikler Institute is a gem
, a bright place in this w

orld. The institute is place w
here hum

anity shines

and grow
s. This tiny place in Budapest could honestly hold the hope of the w

orld. Its loss w
ould

leave a dark hole in m
any hearts. I w

ould be honored to w
rite or speak in support of the institute if

this w
ould be helpful. D

r. Em
m

i Pikler unlocked a profound secret to hum
anity, it w

ill take us m
any

years to absorb and share this w
ith the w

orld and the Pikler Institute is the font to w
hich w

e return

again and again. It is a place of hope.

Respectfully,

D
eborah G

reenw
ald, M

.A
.

49 Lyford D
rive #5

Tiburon, C
A

94920

LETTER
continued . . .


